WORDS FROM THE PASTOR
Baptism of the Lord
January 10", 2021

Calendar:

o 01/12/21 Tuesday: Deanery Meeting Drayton 10:30 to 2:30PM

e 01/13/21 Wednesday: Faith Formation — Normal Schedule 4:30pm
and 6PM

e 01/08/21 Thursday: 6:30PM Finance Council Yearly Budget Meeting
— St. John’s, Pisek

e 01/15/21 Friday: Men’s Prayer Breakfast St John’s 5:30am
Breakfast, 6AM Discussion and Prayer, 7AM Morning Prayer and
Holy Hour, 8AM Mass

Pastor’s Reflections:

The Diocesan Retreat for Women Trusted Sisters that is advertised in our
bulletin has been canceled due to Corona Virus concerns.

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

The mystery of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by St John, the Precursor,
proposes the contemplation of an already adult Jesus. This mystery is
infinitely linked to the Solemnities of the Lord’s birth and the Epiphany that
we have just celebrated, as in some ways it takes up and represents their
significance to us.

At Christmas we have contemplated the human birth of the Word incarnate
by the Virgin Mary. In the 4th century, the Fathers of the Church deepened
the understanding of the faith with regard to the Christmas mystery in the
light of Jesus’ Humanity. They spoke of the Incarnation of the Word already
working like the ‘Christification’ of that humanity that he had assumed from
His mother. Or put in simpler terms: Jesus is the Christ from the first instant
of conception in Mary’s spotless womb because He Himself, with His
Divine Power, consecrated, anointed and ‘Christified’ that human nature
with which He became incarnate.

In the mystery of the Epiphany, we then meditated on Christ’s
manifestation to all nations that was represented by the Magi, the wise men
from the East, who came to adore the Child.

Now, in the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River, we again
encounter and represent the truth of the Lord’s incarnation and His
manifestation as the Christ. Jesus’ Baptism is in fact His definitive
manifestation as the Messiah or Christ to Israel, and as the Son of the




Father to the entire world. Here we find the dimension of the Epiphany
which was His manifestation to all nations. The Father’s voice from heaven
shows that Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Son and the descent of the
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove shows the Trinitarian nature of the
Christian God. The true and unique God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
shows Himself in Christ, through Him, with Him and in Him.

The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the great Christmas theme of
‘Christification,” Jesus of Nazareth's spiritual anointing, His presentation as
the Anointed One par excellence, the Messiah or the One sent by the
Father for the salvation of mankind. The Spirit that descended on Jesus
shows and seals in an incontrovertible way the ‘Christification’ of Jesus’
humanity that the Word had already fulfilled from the first moment of His
miraculous conception by Mary. Jesus, from the very beginning, was
always the Lord’s Christ, He was always God. Yet, His one, true humanity,
that which is perfect in every way, as the Gospel records, constantly grew
in natural and supernatural perfection. ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom, in
stature, and in favour with God and with men’ (Lk2:52). In Israel at 30 years
of age, one reached full maturity and therefore could become a master.
Jesus came of age and the Spirit, descending and remaining on Him,
definitively consecrated His whole being as the Christ.

The same Spirit, that descended on the water of the River Jordan wafted
over the waters during the first creation (Gen 1:2). Therefore, the Baptism
in the Jordan presents yet another truth: that Jesus has started a new
creation. He is the second man (1 Cor 15:47) or the last Adam (1 Cor
15:45), that comes to repair the first Adam’s guilt. He does this as the Lamb
of God that takes away our sins. ‘Looking at the events in light of the Cross
and Resurrection, the Christian people realised what happened: Jesus
loaded the burden of all mankind’s guilt upon His shoulders; he bore it
down into the depths of the Jordan. He inaugurated his public activity by
stepping into the place of sinners’ (Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth,
Bloomsbury 2007, p 18).

St. John Nepomucene, St. Joseph, and Sts. Peter & Paul, Pray for Us!

The Covid Virus is making its way through our parishes at this time. Please keep all in
daily prayer, especially the most vulnerable, and those who are suffering through its
effects. Wearing face masks is encouraged. Keep in mind good personal hygiene,
appropriate physical distance, and the Covid protocols. If one feels ill, especially if there
is a slight sore throat or low grade fever or loss of the sense of smell or taste, please err
on the side of caution and refrain from attending Mass or other public gatherings.



